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Wheieon the laying waves cast up a fish with golden scales and blight.
The hour had o'er its gold-embioidered laimcnture of oiange-hue
A ilowered cloak of ambeigiK \vith flashing jewelled buttons dight. l
Th' Efia&iydb-night kid beneath his hand the Khusiev-day\ domain :*
And let illumine all the skies in honour of his conquering might.

What time they icached unto the Lote-Tiee3 still the Bird Celestial* bode,
For unto him the Lote-Tiee foimed the teim of his peinutted flight.
The heaven-scouring steed Burdq 5  did likewise cease to prance and play,
Foi this that neither horse nor steed had part on yonder peerless site.
Thereon the Refref6 came anear with lowly reverence to serve,
And sky-like gave its heart as station for yon Sun of beauty bright.7
Therewith he passed through many an hundred thousand veils of light and daik,
Then stopped the Refief too, and Ahmed8 went alone without affright,
He reached unto a legion wheie the six directions weie no more,
Where earth and sky were not, and where all roof and floor were lost to sight.
A wondrous world was yonder world, with no beginning and no end,
Where voice and ear and speech and mind and icason were forgot outright.

The Nact opens as follows:

From the Nact. [312]

O heait, come, let us rouse the soul and iaisc the eye to see;
Enough of this blind trifling with to be or not to bo!
Enough, in following this vain, deceitful flesh hast thou

1  The starry night succeeding the sunset.

2  Efrasiyab was the legendary Turanian King whose wars with Rustem and
othei Peisian heioes in the time of Key-IvaMs and Key Khusiev fill so large a
portion of the Shah-Name.

3  The Lote-Tiee which marks the spot in Heaven beyond which even the
angels may not pass, hence called SidretuJl-Munteha, Hhc Lotc-Tree of the Limit."

4  I. e. Gabriel the Aichangel.

$ Buiaq, 'the Flashing Steed,' that bore the Prophet from oaith to thh point
in Heaven.

6  The Refief, piesumably a kind of throne, is the name of the last vehicle
which bore the Prophet on this famous journey.

7  I. e. the Prophet.

^ Ahmed = Muhammed.